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salts and that of the water which they contain. We should suppose that the molecular volume of the crystallised salt would be equal to the sum of the volumes of the anhydrous salt and the water. But it is not so. In certain salts rich in water of crystallisation, such as the arsenates and phosphates which contain 12 molecules, and in the crystals of carbonate of soda winch contain 10, the volume of this water (taken as solid) is equal to the volume of the molecule of the crystallised salt? the molecules of the anhydrous salts being as it were interposed between the molecules of water, without augmenting the volume of the latter.